Weekend of April 28/29

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, April 28
OL 4 PM Jackie & John Drew by Arlene Riel
S] 5:30 PM No Mass

Sunday, April 29

OL 8 AM Joshua S. Noble by Sharon Genest

S] 10 AM Anne M. Loughlin by the Pro-Life
Committee

WEEKDAY MASSES
Wed., Thurs., Fri., 8 am OLOL

Tuesday, 12 noon OLOL

Monday
Tuesday

April 30 No Mass

May 1 Elzbieta & Pranas Pauliukonis
& Stasys Ruyds

Wednesday May 2 For Our Parishioners

Thursday May 3 Jonathan Vasta

Friday May 4 Rev.Paul McHugh

Saturday, May 5
OL 4 PM For Our Parishioners
S] 5:30 PM No Mass

Sunday, May 6
OL 8 AM Rev. Stanley Piwowar
S/ 10 AM Anne M. Loughlin by Karen & Linda

Lay Ministries April 28/29 May 5/6
Eucharistic Ministers
4 PM Geri O’Brien Gay Ann Cooney
Ben Brown Ben Brown
Richard Boucher Mary Jane Colbert
5;30 PM No Mass No Mass
8 AM Gary Bates Gary Bates
Crystal Noble Crystal Noble
Will Noble Will Noble
10 AM Jeannie Garcia Joe Michaud
Virginia Drew David Bujno
Jim Klingensmith Eileen Bujno
Paul Pauliukonis Mike Bascom
Julie Roberts Teresa Bascom
Lectors
4 PM Ellen Barbasso Dianne Bird
5:30 PM No Mass No Mass
8 AM Charles Hauck Karen Cote
10 AM Chris Garcia Chris Garcia
Altar Servers
4 PM J. Clark J. Clark
5:30 PM No Mass No Mass
8 AM
10 AM J. Garcia M. Nowak
A. Glusko C. Nowak

e GIVING

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH !

We pray that you enjoy celebrating with us this
weekend. Whether you are new to the community or
live here, know that you are invited to join our Parish
family. Please be sure to introduce yourself to Father

after Mass. You may register with us by dropping in or
calling our rectory during the week at 435-6242.

If you are just visiting for the weekend, we hope you
enjoy your visit with us and consider us your “home
away from home”.

For your convenience, we are offering an additional method of
financially supporting your Parish.
¢ Set up payments through your bank’s online payment

service
¢ Set up an account with Vanco Payment Solutions
¢ C(lick on the donation link on the Parish Web site
Call or visit the Rectory during business hours—435-6242

DIVINE MERCY MILITIA - Please join us every Thursday
evening beginning at 6:30 pm at Our Lady of Lourdes Church
as we pray for our nation, our Church, our parish, and our
world. Concludes with Benediction.

Weekly amount needed to meet Budget Requirement:
$ 4,000
Weekend of April 15, 2018

Weekly Offering $2,605

We are, as always, very grateful for all who share, in a
generous way, their Time, Talent, and Treasure.

Special Collections

May 10, 2018—Ascension Thursday
May 13,2018—Catholic Communication Campaign

READINGS
Fifth Sunday of Easter
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“l am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower” (John 15:1)

Question of the Week : 8
Y/
What is “truth” for you? Does the Johannine concept of
doing the truth add to your appreciation of truth?

HIS WORD TODAY

The allegory of the vine in John 15 teaches that
believers in Jesus are related to him in a vital and
organic way, and that their discipleship entails abiding
in that relationship and demands faithfulness to it. An
allegory is a figure of speech in which each element in a
narrative is equated with someone or something else.
Here the vine is Jesus, the farmer/vine grower is God
the Father, and the branches are those who follow
Jesus. Today’s text is part of Jesus’ farewell discourse
in John 13-17, whose setting is Jesus’ Last Supper with
his disciples. Their main topic is how the community
formed by the earthly Jesus can carry on when he is no
longer bodily or physically present as he was during his
earthly ministry. The point is that the life-giving Spirit
of Jesus will still be present and active among his
disciples and their successors.

In the vine allegory, Jesus is the vine in the sense that
his vital energy courses through the whole plant and its
branches and serves as its source of life and dynamism.
The Father is the farmer or vine grower, who tends to
the vine at every stage of its existence. The disciples
are the branches, who depend upon both the vine and
the vine grower for their growth and continuing care.

The vine growers activities include cutting away the
dead branches and pruning back the live branches so
that they may produce fruit ever more abundantly. The
criterion by which the branches live or die is
their productivity, or bearing fruit, by keeping Jesus’
commandments to believe and love. The disciples
whom Jesus addresses have already been “pruned”
through his word—that is, they have been cleansed
from what prevents their bearing fruit. But just as
branches cannot bear fruit unless they remain
connected to the vine, so disciples of Jesus cannot bear
fruit unless they remain or abide in Jesus. Those who
fail to abide in Jesus can expect to be cut off, to wither
up and be burned as fuel for the fire.

Today’s reading from 1 John 3 indicated that the
disciples must express their relationship with God
through Jesus in “deed and truth.” For John, the truth is
incarnate in Jesus as the way, the truth and the life.

GATHER JOHN'S JOTTI g

Walking the Narrow Road: An evening for Moms of young
families will be held on May 7th, from 6;30 - 8:30 pm at
Montminy Hall, Ste. Marie Parish, Manchester, NH. Please
join us for a light catered dinner and an encouraging and
practical talk by Kristine Dionne, happy wife of 24 years
and mom of six sons (Kindergarten to College Grad)

sharing from the heart about things that have helped her
along the journey of having babies in her 20s, 30s, and 40s.
Cost is $15.00. Please RSVP by May 2nd so we may prepare
for dinner.

To Register: https://momsevening.eventbrite.com. For
more information: stjoecatholicfamily@comcast.net or call
603-622-4615.

CEntrust your works to the Lord and your plans will
succeed.0 Proverbs 16:3.

qv ..‘ 7/ Just a reminder that May 13 is Mother’s Day!
Qx”",ﬁ, %Py Are you trying to think of a wonderful gift for
%(’}/;/0 (o your Mother? How about the greatest gift of
, J all-having a Mass said for your Mom, your

@)  Grandmother and/or some of the other
calling the Rectory at 435-6242!

¢

special women in your life! It's as easy as

Learning to Live a Contemplative Way of Life

through Praver

Fr. Bill Sheehan OMI, an experienced international retreat
director, will offer a one day workshop on how to access our
'inner room' (Matt 6:6) through prayer and live a
contemplative way of life. Takes place Sat. May 12 from
9am-3pm in the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church Hall, 180
Loudon Rd., Concord. Cost: $15. Info: FrRay3 @gmail.com or
603-798-5028.

Keep Kids Safe- Abuse Awareness Training

[Did you know? The Diocese of Manchester requires all those
who work with children and youth in our parishes, schools,
and camps to complete “safe environment” training. This
|training teaches adults to recognize and report suspected
abuse and boundary violations. Training is offered free of|
charge to all NH Catholic adults and is available online at|
https://manchester.cmgconnect.org For more information
about child safety, visit www.catholicnh.org/safety.

Please remember to pray for peace in the world
and please keep our military men and women
in your prayers.



mailto:FrRay3@gmail.com

YOUTH RELIGIOUS FAITH FORMATION

tor Contact Phone: 98216 / 269143
Email: stigar@outlook.com
Lady of Lourdes/ St
ourladyoflourdestjosephs.org.

WART

Our

Jeannie Garcia, Religious Education Coordlina

Jlpo s Pgrishiplease joinfusa i t h

A minister parked his car in a no parking

—~~ = zone in a large city because he was short

of time and couldn’t find a space with a

meter. Then he put a note under the

windshield wiper that read, “I have circled the

block 10 times. If I don’t park here, I'll miss my
appointment. Forgive us our trespasses.

When he returned, he found a citation from a
police officer along with this note. “ I've circled
this block for 10 years. If I don’t give you a ticket,
I'll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation.”

PARISH NEWS FLASHES

¢ The next meeting of the Women’s Club will be held on
May 15th, 7pm, at the Parish Center Women of the
Formati on

¢ The next meeting of the Knights of Columbus will be held
on May 17th at 7pm at the Parish Center. All men of the
Parish are welcome.

¢ When Saturday Mass resumes at St. Joseph’s Church, the
Mass time will change from 6pm to 5:30 pm .

Learning to Live a Contemplative Way of Life
through Praver

Fr. Bill Sheehan OMI, an experienced international
retreat director, will offer a one day workshop on
how to access our 'inner room' (Matt 6:6) through
prayer and live a contemplative way of life. Takes
place Sat. May 12 from 9am-3pm in the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Church Hall, 180 Loudon Rd.,
Concord. Cost: $15. Info: FrRay3@gmail.com or
603-798-5028.

“For 1 was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I
needed clothes and you clothed me.” Matthew
25:35-36

Interfaith Community Kitchen
Fellowship and a home cooked meal - Monday
evenings 4:30 - 5pm

St. Joseph'’s Clothes Closet

Mondays 3:30-4:30pm - Thursdays 11-noon
Men’s, Women'’s and Children’s Clothing - Free
Northwood Emergency Food Pantry
Open weekly - please check monthly schedule

All ministries are located in the Parish Center

Josephds Church
Summer HoursThursdays, Noon to 5pm
0Be stilld and kngd

46:10.

Many people do not know of the riches that are
found in periods of silent adoration of Jesus in
Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood.

Please come and spend an hour with Jesus. He
pleased and you will benefit greatly

Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament azt

Something to Think About....

Do not let your hearts be troubled. (John 14:1)

More and more families are living paycheck to paycheck.
The middle class is eroding. Inner-city problems are on the
rise. The divorce rate remains at about 40 percent. Four in
ten Americans will be diagnosed with some form of cancer
at some point.

That sure sounds like a mountain of trouble, doesn’t it? Yet
John’s Gospel tells us, “Do not let your hearts be
troubled” (John 14:1).

When Jesus said these words, his own mind was consumed
with trouble. He knew that in the next twenty-four hours, he
was going to face humiliation, pain, and death on a cross. It
must have been an awful moment for Jesus.

Isn’t it amazing, then. That Jesus could even think to tell his
apostles, “Do not let your hearts be troubled” (John 14:1)?

So, what can we conclude? First, everyone faces some sort
of trouble in their lives, not just us. Things won’t always go
right, and we will feel grief, sadness, and pain. In short, our
hearts will be troubled.

But there is good news. Jesus knows our troubles because
he faced similar temptations and similar troubles in his own
life. That's why he is able to sympathize with us. That’s
why he is able to help us (Hebrews 4:15).

Second, in the midst of our troubles, Jesus wants to tell us
that he is always with us. The psalmist tells us that there
will be times when we will have to walk through some dark
valleys, but that whenever we do, God will be with us,
comforting us and giving us the courage to make it through.

John's Gospel is perhaps the most comforting word in all of
Scripture. It can become a stronghold of safety and
reassurance for each of us. So keep repeating Jesus’ words,
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God,
have faith also in med het th@se wWotds cdnwinge|yon of who
you are and what you believe. Let it fill you with God’s

tojgteace. You never have to face anything alone!

t€1ord, help me stay close to you when I face trials and

difficulties. Give me the grace to walk through every dark

vill yley filled with faith and trust in you.6

Excerpt from Word Among Us, Meditations for Catholics, April. 2018
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