
 
Our bishop, the Most Reverend Peter Libasci, who is the chief shepherd and pastor of this diocese, that 
is, of the State of New Hampshire, has made his pastoral decisions concerning attendance at Mass 
during this time very clear. It is my responsibility, as a priest and pastor of this diocese, to be completely 
obedient to the bishop and to enact, to the best of my abilities, his decisions concerning the attendance 
and common celebration of the Holy Mass by all the faithful within his diocese.  
 
I therefore, will now include a portion of his letter that he recently delivered to all his pastors 
concerning the latest instructions on Mass attendance during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic: 
 
Due to the alarming increases in COVID related numbers in New Hampshire, Governor Sununu yesterday 
issued a statewide mask mandate. The Governor’s announcement came as the state announced 529 
new cases, the highest number since the pandemic began. We have seen the growing impacts of COVID 
in our own parishes and schools and indeed within our own ranks. 
 
The Governor reiterated that the wearing of masks is an indispensable and necessary means of 
mitigating the spread of the coronavirus. This principle continues to be echoed by the Centers for 
Disease Control and by New Hampshire health care leaders, including our own Catholic medical 
providers. 
 
As you are aware, since the resumption of public Masses in June, the diocesan Guidelines to Prepare for 
Public Mass have required that masks must be worn by all in attendance, with some specified 
exceptions (chiefly for children under 2 years of age and those who for medical reasons cannot wear a 
mask). I have issued the Guidelines informed by state and federal guidance as well as the advice of local 
medical professionals, and there is nothing in this new state Order that necessitates any changes to 
what we currently have in place for the celebration of Mass in the Diocese of Manchester with respect 
to COVID-19 mitigation measures. To clarify and reemphasize, it remains the case that masks are always 
required in Catholic churches in New Hampshire (again, with the exceptions mentioned in our diocesan 
guidelines).  
 
Bold emphasis is mine. End of quote. 
 
I am therefore asking all parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes and St. Joseph Churches to wear a mask 
while attending Mass. If you find this too burdensome or if it goes against your personal views and 
beliefs concerning these matters, I therefore ask that you please stay at home and attend Mass virtually 
on TV or some other streaming device. 
 
 
I know this will be upsetting to some parishioners, and by now I clearly understand why. But I am called 
to be obedient to the bishop in all things, and this is one matter that I need to be in comply with. I know 
the Lord Jesus Christ expects this of me, especially since it is not a “sinful or doctrinally incorrect 
command” that the bishop has promulgated. 
 
 
With this being said, I hope that for those of you who do not like to wear a mask, that you will 
prayerfully reconsider.  
 
 



Let us keep in mind some very simple, yet famous words from a great saint and doctor of the Church - 
“This too, will pass.” - said St. Teresa of Avila. 
 
 
The Eucharist is worth the inconvenience of wearing a mask. In the past, saints and ordinary Catholics 
have had to endure much worse in order to receive the Most Holy and Blessed Sacrament. In reality, it’s 
a test for us all.  
 
 
With that being said, I want to wish you all a blessed season of Advent, as we await with great love and 
anticipation the birth of the Child who will, as Scripture clearly states, come to make “all things new.” 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, 
 
Fr. John (Mack) 
Pastor 
 


